
For Consideration: RPEC Annual Environmental Observances 

The City of Palm Desert's Environmental Initiatives Plan focuses on key areas like waste management, 
energy efficiency, water conservation, and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. While the plan does not 
explicitly reference every awareness day, many of its initiatives directly correlate with the global and 
national observances. 

 

�� General Environmental Observances 

The city’s plan, which is being updated with a regional Comprehensive Climate Action Plan, aligns with 
major observances that encourage broad environmental action. 

Earth Day (April 22): This day of global action for environmental protection directly supports all of 
Palm Desert’s environmental initiatives, from waste diversion to energy conservation. 

Last Friday in April: Arbor Day (Varies by state in the U.S., often last Friday in April nationally) 
Promotes the planting and care of trees, highlighting their essential role in providing life-sustaining 
oxygen, improving air quality, and supporting ecosystems. 

May 20: World Bee Day: Acknowledges the crucial role bees and other pollinators play in food 
production and ecosystem health, advocating for their protection. 

June 1 (First Saturday in June): National Trails Day (U.S.) Encourages people to explore, appreciate, 
and clean up hiking trails and riverbanks. 

World Environment Day (June 5): The United Nations' flagship day for environmental awareness is a 
perfect match for the city's overarching goal to "protect and restore natural resources" and leave a better 
Palm Desert for future generations. 

������ Waste and Recycling Initiatives 

The City of Palm Desert has a strong focus on waste diversion and recycling, which aligns with these 
specific dates.1 

Global Recycling Day (March 18): This day promotes recycling more, directly correlating with Palm 
Desert's waste diversion programs, including its residential and commercial recycling initiatives. 

July (Month-long campaign): Plastic Free July:  A global movement that helps millions of people be 
part of the solution to plastic pollution. 

September (Third Saturday in September): World Cleanup Day   One of the biggest civic 
movements, uniting millions of volunteers for a cleaner planet. 

America Recycles Day (November 15): This national day is an opportunity to highlight the city's 
various recycling programs, such as its mandatory commercial waste diversion and free document 
shredding events. 

� Water Conservation and Pollution Prevention 

The city’s efforts to manage water resources and prevent pollution are especially relevant in the desert 
environment. 

World Water Day (March 22): This day, which focuses on the importance of freshwater, is directly 
relevant to Palm Desert's Stormwater Pollution Prevention program, which aims to keep local waterways 
clean. 



World Wetlands Day (February 2): While not explicitly mentioned in the plan, the city's focus on 
watershed protection and resource preservation aligns with the goals of this observance. 

� Energy and Transportation 

Palm Desert is actively working to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through energy and transportation 
initiatives. 

Energy Efficiency Day (October 2): This day directly supports the city's efforts to offer energy 
efficiency and sustainability-related rebates for residents and businesses. 

Global Wind Day (June 15): This day, celebrating clean energy, connects to the city's long-term goal of 
transitioning away from fossil fuels, as outlined in its draft plan and its pursuit of a new Climate Action 
Plan. 

Bike-to-Work Day (May 17): The city's investment in electric vehicle charging stations and its 
Employee Rideshare Program for alternative transportation directly align with this observance's goal of 
reducing vehicle emissions. 

 


