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Project Request
Project Description: Sandpiper – (Kerry Stern) Request for historic district 
designation for “Circle 4 Condominiums” within Sandpiper community (CRPC24-
0005).

CRPC Recommendation: At its February 26, 2025 regular meeting, the CRPC 
recommended City Council designate the property, pursuant to Palm Desert 
Municipal Code (PDMC) Section 29.50.010 under Criteria A and E

- Criteria A: Exemplifies or reflects special elements of cultural, social, 
economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, architectural, or natural history; . 

- Criteria E: Reflects distinctive examples of community planning or 
significant development patterns, including those associated with different 
eras of settlement and growth, agricultural, or transportation; 
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Background
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The Sandpiper condominium complex was developed with a
total of 16 full circles and two half circles, originally designed
and constructed from 1958-1960. Circle 4 was completed
around 1960 and was meant to represent the start of a
western expansion. The entirety of the Complex was
constructed with a singular architectural vision where nearly
every Circle was built simultaneously with similar materials
and design.
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Vicinity Map



Project Request

The proposal is to include Circle 4 to the rest of the approved historic districts within the Complex. Circle
4 was built with a similar vision, architecture, and materials as the rest of the Complex. The nomination
includes the common area, a large pool with a poolside community that is consistent amongst each
individual circle within the Complex, and surrounding landscaping.

Circle 4 is a part of the first Circles (1-4) that were originally built and are the only circles with triplexes.
Circle 4 has architectural characterizing features of mid-century modern architecture that is consistent
with the rest of the Complex and with architecture practices of Palm Desert in its time period.
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Analysis
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Analysis
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Analysis
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Analysis
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Analysis 
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Public Input + CEQA
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Public notification was provided with a 10 day notice and publication in
Desert Sun and no comments were received

CEQA:
Designation of a historic district is not subject to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15060(c)(2), the
general exemption rule, of the CEQA Guidelines as the proposed
project will not result in any foreseeable indirect change in the
environment. The project is also exempt under CEQA Guidelines
Section 15060(c)(3) as the activity is not considered a project as
defined under Guidelines Section 15378 as has no potential for
resulting in any indirect or direct physical changes to the environment.



Recommendation
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Adopt a Resolution entitled, “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF PALM DESERT DESIGNATING THE SANDPIPER CIRCLE 4
CONDOMINIUMS, LOCATED SOUTH OF EL PASEO DRIVE, AS A HISTORIC
LANDMARK DISTRICT PURSUANT TO CRITERIA A AND E IN PALM DESERT
MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 29.50.010 (ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBERS
640-230-002 THROUGH 640-230-027).”


