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 Priority 1: The vision is to be a responsible steward of the
City’s natural resources. Priorities are to reduce per-capita 
consumption of energy and water, promote greater use of 
sustainable materials with an eye upon the needs of future
generations

 Priority 2: Promote greater usage of more sustainable 
materials. 
• The well-being of future generations depends on a healthy 

environment. 
• Strategy: Develop policies and programs to discourage waste, 

increase renewable energy production and increase the use of 
environmentally responsible materials.

 Priority 3: Encourage all new construction to be 
net zero energy in design

City Council Priorities 
Energy & Sustainability

New
Utility

Bill
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 No upfront cost to City

 0% Rate Escalator for 20 Years

 Electricity Rate Stability

Monetize Federal Tax Credit

 Operations & Maintenance 
Included

 Guaranteed Performance

 Future Ownership Flexibility

Benefits of the Power Purchase 
Agreement 

SCE/CCA
Bill

SCE/CCA Bill

SCE/CCA Bill

PPA Payment

Solar savings

$19,913,402

$8,948,088

$8,588,921 

$2,376,393
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Palm Desert City Est. PPA 20Y Savings

Utility Bill Solar PPA Savings

City Savings

Electricity
Bill

Est. PPA 
Payment

Electricity
Bill



Civic Center (West)  – 470kW



Civic Center (East)  – 180kW



Aquatic Center – 345kW



Aquatic Center – 345kW



Artists Center – 133kW

Trees marked in yellow to 
remain and are modelled 
in the shade analysis.

Trees marked in green to 
be removed.



Artists 
Center – 
133kW



Desert Willow Golf Resort – 266kW 
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Cash Flow Analysis 
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Palm Desert City – Pricing & Savings

Assumes 4% Annual Utility Energy and Demand Charge Escalator
Assumes 1.5 Year to Complete Construction 

Site PPA 
Escalator

Solar System 
Size (kW)

% Energy 
Offset

EVCS Readiness
Conduit Included

Pre-Solar 
Utility Bill

Year 1
 Savings

20 Year
 Savings

Civic Center West 0% 470 91% 5 Future Dual EVCS (10 Plugs) $235,282 ($229) $1,238,791

Civic Center East 0% 180 99% 2 Future Dual EVCS (4 Plugs) $94,430 ($9,731) $312,737

Aquatic Center 0% 345 100% 2 Future Dual EVCS (4 Plugs) $132,231 ($19,954) $368,179

Artists Center 0% 133 91% None $74,213 ($14,361) $128,444

Desert Willow Golf Course 0% 266 91% None $131,519 ($16,089) 328,241

Total 0% 1,394 94% - $667,674 ($60,364) $2,376,392 

 On Site Solar Capacity
• 1,394kW across 5 Sites

 No Upfront Cost
 Save

• +$2.3M over 20 years
 0% Rate Escalation for 20 Years
 Operation and Maintenance Included

 Solar Carport Structures
• Shaded Parking
• New LED Lighting

 Local Labor
 EVCS-Ready Infrastructure
 Sustainability

• Solar Renewable Energy Credits
 Secured NEM 2.0



Current Project Status

Statewide, 
Competitive RFP

Solar Carports
+1.3MW PV

+$2.3M Lifetime
Energy Savings

Turnkey Solutions
2024 Construction

Secured NEM 2.0
Legacy Rates

Staff, Peer, Legal 
Reviewed

• Contract approved by the City Council October 2022
• All 6 sites have an approved interconnect application
• Aquatic Center and Artists Center Complete
• Civic Center East & West, and Desert Willow Academy to be 

completed 2025
• Desert Willow Overflow lot to be completed 2026



Desert Willow Overflow Lot – 763kW 
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