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City Council Study Session 
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Conceptual Design
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LIBRARY PLANNING 

June 2023:
• City Council voted to form a Library Taskforce

September 2023:
• Library Consultant, Margaret Sull ivan Studios, contracted to ensure the successful 

transition to a city-funded and operated library system

• City Council voted to withdraw from the Riverside County Library System, with the City 
assuming self-operations of  its l ibrary beginning July 1, 2024

• City staff  presented site goals and options to the Library Taskforce 

February 2024:
• Withdrawal agreement with County of  Riverside. Included transfer of  $4M to the City for 

construction or improvement of  the Palm Desert Library

• Entered new 5-year lease with COD 
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 Community-driven Strategic Framework
 Vision for future growth
 Service and Operating models
 Future Building Program
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Opt ion  1 :  Renova te  and  con t i n ue  t o  u s e  a  po r t i o n  o f  COD ’ s  b u i l d i ng

Opt ion  2 :  Con s t r u c t  a  new  fa c i l i t y  o n  t he  va can t  s i t e  a c r o s s  F r ed  War i ng  D r i ve

Opt ion  3 :  Renova te  t he  s oon - to -be  va ca ted  She r i f f  S ub s ta t i on

Opt ion  4 :  Demo l i s h  t he  s oon - to -be  va ca ted  She r i f f  Subs ta t i on  and  con s t r u c t  a  new  fa c i l i t y
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PROJECT SITE

SITE GOALS:
• City-owned property

• Support a comparable size bui lding as the 
exist ing Library (22,000sf  bui lding)

• Identify first location and plan for an 
additional s i te

September 2023

1

2

3 &4
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3 &4
Option 4

Pros: 
• City-owned
• Location
• Ideal lot size
• Existing access from Fred Waring & San Pablo
• Safe Pedestrian traffic
• Existing utilities and parking spaces will offset 

construction costs
• New vs. Renovated

Cons: 
• Include cost for demolition in Construction budget
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PROJECT SITE

Richärd Kennedy ArchitectsMSR Design

LPAJohnson Favaro

March 2024: 

• Architecture firms recommended 
alternative site

• Ric härd Kennedy Architects awarded 
contract for Conceptual Design Services 
of  new Library on Sherif f  Substation 
site

 Connection to the Civic Center Park

 Pedestrian Safety

 Road noise nuisance



Sheriff
Substation

Parkview
Building
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PROJECT SITE
Parkview Building

March 2024:

• City Counci l plans to demolish Parkview 
Office Building

• City Counci l directed staff  to use that 
site for the new Library 

April 2024:

• Ric härd Kennedy Architects scope of  
work amended for new Library on 
Parkview Building site

2 Concepts:

 $20M “Low Option”

 $30M “High Option”
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LIBRARY PLANNING 

July 2024:
• Library Taskforce was dissolved and Library Advisory Committee formed

December 2024:
• Library Advisory Committee voted to recommend presenting the conceptual design to the 

City Council

December 2024 - January 2025:
• Met with COD Administration to discuss feasibility of  maintaining the City Library on the 

college campus. COD plans to repurpose the space at the end of  the lease.

January 2025: Estimated Cost to Maintain COD Building
• $2.3M for necessary HVAC and Plumbing upgrades, flooring replacement, interior paint, 

and roof repairs.
• Ongoing facil ity maintenance per 5-year cycle:
 $390K (5 yrs.)
 $510K (10 yrs.)
 $625K (15 yrs.)
 $625K (20 yrs.) 
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Shared Spaces:
• Veterans Services
• Friends of the Library
• CVAG Meetings
• Special Programs “Green Room”
• Maker Space 

Additional Community Spaces:
• Visitor Center
• Café
• Demonstration Kitchen

$30M Budget “High Option”
 Cost estimates reconciled with Architect’s 

estimator and Construction Manager
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$20M Budget “Low Option”
 Cost estimates reconciled with Architect’s 

estimator and Construction Manager

Shared spaces:
• Veterans Services
• Friends of the Library
• CVAG Meetings

• Will require book stack augmentation to 
enlarge the Multipurpose space

Not Included:
• Special Programs “Green Room”
• Demonstration Kitchen
• Maker Space 
• Visitor Center (Visitor Desk in Library)
• Café
• Demonstration Kitchen
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PROJECT BUDGET

Library Description 451 452 110 TOTAL*

451 – Capital Improvement Bond Proceeds $20,000,000 $20,000,000

452 – Library Capital Project Fund Contribution from County $4,000,000 $4,000,000

110 - Future Measure G Revenue $6,000,000 $6,000,000

Total Project Funds Available $30,000,000

 Less: Contracts/Expenditures

Conceptual Design (Richärd Kennedy Architects) ($642,865)

Traffic Study (HR Green) ($67,570)

Cost Estimating (Anser Advisory) ($20,620)

Survey (TKE Engineering) ($48,100)

Total Contracts/Expenditures ($779,155)

Balance Available* $29,220,845

*The $20M in Bonds and $6M in Measure G Funds will be appropriated with the 2025-26 Annual Budget Request
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NEXT STEPS

• Conceptual Design Approval – Feb. 27, 2025

• Schematic Design Phase (Q1 2025 – Q2 2025)
• Entitlements
• Planning Commission
• Architectural Review Commission

• Design-Build
• Design Development & Construction Documents Phase (Q2 2025 – Q4 2025)
• Demolition of Parkview Building (Q1 2026)
• New Construction (estimated completion – Q4 2027)
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NEXT STEPS

Questions?
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