From: Jana Bennehoof Koroczynsky

To: CityClerk

Subject: PALM DESERT CITY COUNCIL MEETING COMMENTS JANUARY 9, 2025
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2025 7:51:53 AM

When you look at everything in retrospect:

the short notice of the Refuge Palm Desert neighborhood meeting scheduled for the
dinner hour during the height of the summer in August 2022;

a faulty audio system during that meeting making it difficult to hear the presentation
and impossible to hear questions from the residents;

the subsequent omission (fear of flooding) by the city planning manager to the
Planning Commission, and therefore, upon their approval, to the City Council, that the
neighbors’ only concerns were dust, traffic, and loss of views;

the repeated and consistent ignoring by city staff, MSA Consulting, and the developer
of a water drainage specialist’s request for details, then once finally given, his pleas
to review his figures about the distinct likelihood of flooding if they proceed with their
plans (even after Hurricane Hilary flooding in a Palm Desert community);

letters about other neighborhood meetings regarding this development either not
received or came in envelopes with return addresses (not from the city) from
companies other than Refuge Palm Desert and therefore mistaken for junk mail;

the insistence by the developer and city engineer, that the elevations shown on their
plans and then graded in 2024 were correct when they clearly varied from highly
accurate and reliable USGS and Google Earth maps (that both agreed with each
other);

the council’s approval of the first phase in August 2024, despite the breaking of
California law by the developer building a structure that is offensive and
creates a flooding hazard and despite being shown that the elevations graded were
not for drainage but for “view homes” on “view lots,” (seen as such clearly labeled in
the developer’s plans) and that the land parcel had a 27-foot drop in elevation from
the south to the north end at Gerald Ford Drive;

lack of response by the developer and city staff to impacted neighbor’'s damages and
complaints;

can you understand why the Kaufman Broad and Shepherd Lane neighborhoods feel they
and the city council have been consistently lied to?

At the very least there were misrepresentations by the developer, MSA and city staff both to
the neighborhoods and to the council. At worst there may have been fraud. We believe a
thorough investigation should be made of this matter. If the developer has misled the city,

then the plans should all be revisited. If city staff misled commissions and council, then
there should be some accountability. There is no doubt the neighborhoods have been
misled.


mailto:CityClerk@palmdesert.gov
https://report.mimecastcybergraph.com/?magiclink=https%3A%2F%2Fapi.services.mimecast.com%2Foauth2%2Fauthorize%3Fresponse_type%3Dcode%26client_id%3Do20nRkVXf7VUVnANkXhoOwGytEwGN0YAlyeDJn7oBTGNl2kN%26state%3DeyJhbGciOiJSU0EtT0FFUC0yNTYiLCJlbmMiOiJBMjU2R0NNIn0.SKHm05JQKtj3p_EDifmvcqfzm6H927-GCGGn_rhwBTMItM1QV-urWMhdWmtNrs4aKYrbzVjY6huWVZyPNtNbg8La2Luls9D_fv0hXzZsLKYEZ3HhZ_LcLXS0bwj9LMtFoS-36tcmcDxOA9JdNhcUvJawAvE-y-5JEsE64vUaVXtO82MQ9qokBLR7v7acUjXmbm2O5pndnYUs5GVrTispH8C82RZiW2X-ut8pSi6B9br0PX--t-XxSnlG_Av-5CMFNqIr2murwDB7oFG-8GzjT2ya79pFGKj9VQzjXyze9RAZ8-LBMt4l047Cg0udh_Qb3lUfjjfKk-OT9hYqokBLbg.xsAeDbmWYO6ZIk7j.Lt_VUoV6TEBcATOj1E_d758zrb4KCYrfasxQ-7ROUkToVVL5vpWv01N0o2QvCQeRf4Ntn4sLm_LPPMzH-q9S4_cfabF73sVIJoEua1KyqvyP0puk3gB4xV05sIj4rBJ0PE-8n0iEMoTDrhs4xiKCA3MLKF_urSajQRVzBhb4qtdFZoQkKqbWANRqAxIDBvQFsGhO10D-S5g8Af0ET7mz3m6-dj1R5yhx39rFkd4Un1U-ImcokjhyftiufJk5ymH7ibniD2Zkqs-y9MAqyY50XHksUGRjFKZdJ8NsI4ZT4BA_U1j5eKxYa75SFV07FYzvvtna4ZAmURi2XRT0PLAdG61KtgZOVkQ-tJwXP0tuYQb9KS_YHJ9HujqGpR_BtZDsPcchMre3Dqeniz6VZMLk3Bb917yWZI2bYjWrPk9dav8fqQRPUNvAZYjzn6rorUr0175ZjAEhouIOdhbDNCid3AAQAOXTGbtM7Y1Zg8-NyJlpDOHQj5bVp6vFll-EgbaX_SRwOoevuBp2rQLeSnDUmjDcu0vB-CPzC-fZjpLBrqr6gmsR6XHUlM9-F2LF4sp_opXb9S8XMBBwAZWaSG7jP8Iv_e1fCq3LSWKpApna7ABEOLeTa3hcmqqPSRhmvmQh2O1rNWLBTRH6iJ5MsnPoT0w8lzwRVlz4TjlcGBU8Gl-8LlxO3Ze7Djf70Q_uZlGDXyRQVBYYahzqL-ZUCAGsVoPD15f9A8D38DsPF89rCa4yP0hI1txVHjcxI95uFyeDoJ471OexbwPEBFDbHy36ygKyv2vXbp-nwoCA-jsgjIpoYKdIU9P-rbTAh0PbWpqJ60PkWmoe82sCUOKN.gOVqPATjRyERMuIQxom30w%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Freport.mimecastcybergraph.com%2Fcallback

