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ATTACHMENT “A” 
GRADING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

 

SECTION 1.  Amendment to Palm Desert Municipal Code. Palm Desert Municipal 
Code Section 27.08.015 Abut is hereby added as follows: 

27.08.015 Abut 

“Abut” means two, or greater, adjoining parcels of property with a common property line. 
Properties separated by a public street right-of-way will not generally be considered 
adjoining.    

SECTION 2.  Amendment to Palm Desert Municipal Code. Palm Desert Municipal 
Code Section 27.08.027 Building Pad is hereby added as follows: 

27.08.027 Building Pad 

“Building pad” means the level padded yard area created through grading for a building 
site and other ancillary uses. Areas with slopes of five to one or flatter are considered 
level padded yard areas. Driveways providing access to the building pad are not included 
as part of the total permitted level pad area.  

SECTION 3.  Amendment to Palm Desert Municipal Code. Palm Desert Municipal 
Code Section 27.08.130 Grade is hereby repealed and replaced as follows: 

27.08.130 Grade 

“Grade” means the vertical location of the ground surface. 

SECTION 4.  Amendment to Palm Desert Municipal Code. Palm Desert Municipal 
Code Section 27.08.132 Grade, Existing is hereby added as follows: 

27.08.132 Grade, Existing 

“Grade, Existing” or “Existing Grade” means the ground surface prior to grading. 

SECTION 5.  Amendment to Palm Desert Municipal Code. Palm Desert Municipal 
Code Section 27.08.134 Grade, Finished is hereby added as follows: 

27.08.134 Grade, Finished 

“Grade, Finished” or “Finished Grade” means the final grade of the site which conforms 
to the approved plan.       

SECTION 6.  Amendment to Palm Desert Municipal Code. Palm Desert Municipal 
Code Section 27.08.136 Grade, Natural is hereby added as follows: 
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27.08.136 Grade, Natural 

“Grade, natural” or "Natural grade" means the ground surface unaltered by artificial 
means. 

SECTION 7.  Amendment to Palm Desert Municipal Code. Palm Desert Municipal 
Code Section 27.12.048 Finished Grade Transition Standard is hereby added as 
follows: 

27.12.048 Finished Grade Transition Standard 

A. Intent. The intent of this section is to establish design standards for sensitive 
transition of finished grade for new development which abuts existing residential 
development.  

B. Finished grade height restriction. Where a proposed development proposes to 
establish a finished grade which exceeds the elevation of the natural or existing 
grade of a site which abuts a residential development that is occupied at the time 
of application submittal, the maximum finished grade within one-hundred 
horizontal feet of the common property shall not exceed five-feet as established by 
a vertical measurement from the approved finished grade at the common property 
line with the abutting residential development, except in the following instances:  

1. Master Planned Communities. The existing residential development and 
proposed development were approved by the City at the same time in a master 
plan, precise plan, specific plan, tentative map, or other phased land use 
approval.  

2. Environmental and Hazard Mitigation. A higher finished grade elevation is 
necessary to in order to mitigate anticipated adverse environmental effects, 
and/or hazards to public health and safety, which cannot otherwise be mitigated 
by other means upon justification provided by the project applicant. An 
applicant shall take all necessary measures to minimize the finished grade and 
enhance the design of the transition area.  

3. Site Topography. Due to the presence of significant topography on a site 
including, but not limited to hillside slopes in excess of 10%, thereby making a 
lower finished pad elevation is not feasible.   

SECTION 8.  Amendment to Palm Desert Municipal Code. Palm Desert 
Municipal Code Section 27.28.155 Stockpiling and mining is hereby repealed and 
replaced as follows: 

27.28.155 Stockpiling. 



 

3 

 

A. Stockpiling of appropriate fill material will be allowed for a period no longer than six 
months with a six-month extension for a maximum of twelve months under the following 
conditions: 

1. The applicant shall have an approved grading plan; 

2. The applicant shall enter into an agreement with the City, upon forms approved 
by the City Attorney, and the applicant shall provide securities for potential site 
restoration in an amount to be determined by the City Engineer; 

3. Should the city have a construction project which necessitates stockpiling, the 
stockpiled material shall be removed upon completion of the project. 

4. All material stockpiled shall be maintained in such a manner as to not cause a 
public nuisance. The applicant shall agree to take any corrective action necessary 
to eliminate the public nuisance. In the event any required corrective action is not 
accomplished by the applicant, the city will use its forces or a contractor to 
accomplish the remedial action. The cost of such remedial action, including 
attorney’s fees and costs, shall be the responsibility of the property owner. 

B. Permits for stockpiling will be in the form of a standard city grading permit. 

 

 

 


