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Mills Act - Background
Legislation enacted in 1972 - Authority for Local governments to enter contracts with owners of
qualified historic properties who actively participate in the restoration and maintenance of
their historic properties according to the US Secretary of Interior Historic Standards, in
exchange for receiving property tax relief.

Each local government establishes their own criteria and determines how many contracts they
will allow in their jurisdiction.

Applicants must complete a 10-year Property Improvement Plan which details proposed 
projects by year and cost. Appendix A of the Mills Act Manual is a guide for qualifying projects.
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Mills Act Update
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Staff seeking Council’s approval on updating Mills Act Manual to have clearer eligible 
improvements in the work plan. Updated Appendix A categorizes improvements as either 
contributing to “Structure Integrity”, “Architectural/Historical Integrity” or Ineligible.

• January 24, 2024: CRPC recommends approval of updated guidelines 
• March 27, 2024: Additional input received from an existing property owner/Mills Contract 

that there should be no changes - primarily interior improvements
• April 11, 2024: City Council directs staff to conduct additional outreach to existing Mills Act 

contract owners. City staff contacted 20 applicants for feedback, met with property owners, 
and Sandpiper HOA representative. Feedback resulted in revision to Appendix A to say “If 
HOA Fees submitted are for a scope of work that is eligible in another section of Appendix A, 
the fees may be eligible.”

• June 26, 2024: CRPC recommends approval with revisions: Water heaters, contributing 
landscaping and hardscape, and repair of swimming pools should be deemed eligible. 



Appendix A
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Recommendation
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- Updated manual incorporates feedback from CRPC, 
residents, and the City Council

- Other revisions to manual include outdated 
references and updated contract

- Would be used for applications submitted in 2024
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