
 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
CITY OF PALM DESERT

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
 

Wednesday, April 22, 2026
9:00 a.m.

Administrative Conference Room, City Hall
73-510 Fred Waring Drive
Palm Desert, CA 92260

Please see the last page of this agenda for public notices and participation options.

Pages

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENTS
This time has been set aside for the public to address the Committee on issues
that are not on the agenda for up to three minutes. Because the Brown Act does
not allow the Committee to act on items not listed on the agenda, members may
briefly respond or refer the matter to staff for a report and recommendation at a
future meeting.



4. CONSENT CALENDAR
All matters listed on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be
approved by one motion. The public may comment on any items on the Consent
Agenda within the three-minute time limit. Individual items may be removed by
the Committee for a separate discussion.

RECOMMENDATION:
To approve the consent calendar as presented.

4.a Approval of Minutes
RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the Minutes of August 27, 2025.

5. BUSINESS ITEMS
No business items.

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS

6.a Consideration of a Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to Approve
Exterior Paint for All Buildings Within the Sandpiper Circles 5-10 Historic
District

5

RECOMMENDATION:
Approve a Certificate of Appropriateness (CRPC-26-0003) for the
repainting of all exterior surfaces within the Sandpiper Circles 5–10
Historic District using the proposed “Circle 4” color (Sherwin-
Williams custom match), based on findings that the project is
consistent with Palm Desert Municipal Code Section 29.60.090 and
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.

1.

Find the project exempt from the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15301 (Class 1 - Existing
Facilities), as the work consists of painting existing structures with
no expansion of use.

2.

6.b Consideration of a Recommendation to the City Council to Designate 47550
Silver Spur Trail as a Landmark (CRPC25-0003)

53

RECOMMENDATION:
Make findings and recommend the City of Palm Desert City Council
adopt a resolution to designate the property located at 47550 Silver
Spur Trail (APN 630-250-046) as a landmark pursuant to Criteria A
and C of Palm Desert Municipal Code (PDMC) Section 29.40.010
(CRPC25-0003).

1.

Find the project exempt from the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) pursuant to Sections 15060(c)(2) and 15060(c)(3).

2.

7. INFORMATIONAL REPORTS

7.a City Council Liaison
The liaison provides updates to facilitate communication between the City
Council and the Committee. This is an informational update with no formal
action.
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7.b City Staff
City staff  will  provide updates on relevant projects,  activities, and other
matters within the Committee's scope. These are informational items with no
formal action.

8. MEMBER COMMENTS AND REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
Committee members may briefly offer comments relevant to the committee’s
scope or propose items for future agendas. Proposals that receive support from
at least one other member may be placed on a future agenda for discussion and
possible action. No formal action will be taken at this time.

9. ADJOURNMENT
The next Regular Meeting will be held on June 24, 2026.

10. PUBLIC NOTICES
Pursuant to Senate Bill 707, this meeting may be conducted as a hybrid meeting
allowing public access via teleconference or in person.

Public Participation Options:
Option 1: In Person

Members of the public may attend the meeting in person and may provide public
comment for up to three minutes.

Option 2: Via Email
Send your comments by email to: CityClerk@palmdesert.gov. Emails received
by 4:00 p.m. the day prior to the meeting will be made part of the record and
distributed to the Committee. Any correspondence received during or after the
meeting will be distributed to the Committee as soon as practicable and retained
for the official record. Emails will not be read aloud except as an ADA
accommodation.

Option 3: Live Via Zoom
Access via https://palmdesert.zoom.us/j/82890728644 or zoom.us, click “Join
Meeting” and enter Webinar ID 828 9072 8644.

Option 4: Live Via Telephone
1. (213) 338-8477 and enter Meeting ID 828 9072 8644 followed by #.
2. Indicate that you are a participant by pressing # to continue. During the
meeting, press *9 to add yourself to the queue and wait for the City Clerk to
announce your name/phone number. Press *6 to unmute your line and limit your
comments to three minutes.

Agenda Related Materials: Pursuant to Government Code §54957.5(b)(2) the
designated office for inspection of records in connection with this meeting is the
Office of the City Clerk, Palm Desert Civic Center, 73-510 Fred Waring Drive,
Palm Desert. Staff reports for all agenda items considered in open session, and
documents provided to a majority of  the legislative bodies are available for
public inspection at City Hall and on the City’s website at www.palmdesert.gov.

Americans with Disabilities Act: It is the intention of the City of Palm Desert to
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comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in all respects. If, as an
attendee or a participant at this meeting, or in meetings on a regular basis, you
will  need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, the City will
attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner. Please contact the
Office of the City Clerk, (760) 346-0611, at least 48 hours prior to the meeting to
inform us of your needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible.

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California
that the foregoing agenda for the Cultural Resources Preservation Committee
was posted on the City Hall bulletin board and City website not less than 72
hours prior to the meeting.

 

/S/ Monique Lomeli, CMC 
Senior Deputy Clerk
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City of Palm Desert Staff Report 

Meeting Date: April 22, 2026 

Prepared By: Bobby Keatinge, Associate Planner 

Department: Development Services 

Subject: Consideration of a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to approve exterior 
paint for all buildings within the Sandpiper Circles 5-10 Historic District. 

Recommendation 

1. Approve a Certificate of Appropriateness (CRPC-26-0003) for the repainting of all 
exterior surfaces within the Sandpiper Circles 5–10 Historic District using the proposed 
“Circle 4” color (Sherwin-Williams custom match), based on findings that the project is 
consistent with Palm Desert Municipal Code Section 29.60.090 and the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 

2. Find the project exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant 
to Section 15301 (Class 1 - Existing Facilities), as the work consists of painting existing 
structures with no expansion of use. 

Executive Summary 

The item before the Historic Preservation Committee is a request by the Sandpiper Owners 
Association (Circles 5-10) to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness to repaint all exterior 
building surfaces within the Sandpiper Circles 5-10 Historic District. The proposed work 
includes repainting existing exterior walls and architectural features using a single, unified 
color palette. The Committee is considering this request to determine whether the proposed 
color is appropriate and consistent with the City’s historic preservation standards. 

Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness, finding that the proposed 
color is compatible with the district’s mid-century modern architectural character and consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. The action does not have a 
direct fiscal impact but has ongoing policy and operational implications, as it establishes a 
district-wide finish that will guide future maintenance and preservation decisions. 

Need for Action 

The Sandpiper Circles 5-10 Historic District is a designated historic resource, and any exterior 
alterations, including changes to paint color, require approval through a Certificate of 
Appropriateness. The applicant has requested approval to implement a district-wide repainting 
program, necessitating review by the Historic Preservation Committee. 

This item is being brought forward to ensure that the proposed paint color is evaluated for 
consistency with the district’s character-defining features and applicable preservation 
standards before work is undertaken. 
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Background 

The Sandpiper Circles 5-10 Historic District is a designated historic district recognized for its 
association with architect William Krisel and its representation of mid-century modern 
residential design in Palm Desert. 

The applicant, Sandpiper Owners Association (Circles 5-10), has submitted a Certificate of 
Appropriateness application requesting approval to repaint all exterior building surfaces within 
the district. The proposed work includes repainting walls, gates, and shared architectural 
features, as well as minor surface preparation and repair. No changes to building form, 
materials, or architectural features are proposed. 

The application includes documentation related to the proposed color selection, including 
physical evidence of underlying paint layers, archival photographs, and contextual information 
regarding mid-century modern design practices. The applicant has also provided information 
regarding its internal decision-making process; however, this information is provided for 
context only and is not determinative of the City’s review. 

Public notice for this hearing was provided in accordance with Palm Desert Municipal Code 
requirements. Public comments received prior to preparation of this report have been included 
in the project record. 

Analysis 

The issue before the Historic Preservation Committee is whether the proposed district-wide 
paint color is consistent with the requirements of Palm Desert Municipal Code Section 
29.60.090 and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 

Exterior color is not a structural feature but contributes to the expression of architectural 
design, particularly in mid-century modern developments where color is used to emphasize 
form, materiality, and shadow. While the applicant has provided various sources of information 
regarding potential original colors, including physical evidence and historic photographs, these 
sources do not establish a definitive or singular original color for the district. 

Accordingly, the evaluation focuses on whether the proposed color is appropriate within the 
architectural and historic context of the district rather than whether it represents an exact 
original finish. 

Staff finds the project consistent with the applicable standards for the following reasons: 

 The proposed color does not alter or obscure character-defining materials or 
architectural features and maintains a neutral, compatible palette consistent with mid-
century modern design principles (Standard 5). 

 The proposed color is compatible with the district and surrounding Krisel-designed 
developments, maintaining visual cohesion and reinforcing the architectural character of 
the area (Standard 9). 

Alternative options considered include denial of the request or direction to pursue additional 
analysis to determine an original color. However, given the lack of conclusive evidence and the 
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appropriateness of the proposed color within the historic context, staff finds approval to be the 
most reasonable and implementable approach. 

The Historic Preservation Committee’s action on this item is final unless appealed to City 
Council.  

Environmental Review 

The project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to 
Section 15301 (Class 1 - Existing Facilities), as the work consists of painting existing 
structures with no expansion of use. Staff further finds that there are no unusual circumstances 
that would preclude the use of this exemption.  

Legal Review 

This report has been reviewed by the City Attorney’s Office. 

Financial Impact 

The proposed action has no direct fiscal impact. The repainting work will be funded and 
implemented by the property owners association. The City may incur minor ongoing 
administrative costs associated with review of future Certificates of Appropriateness; however, 
these costs are typically absorbed within existing departmental operations. 

Attachments 

1. Resolution 2017-30 
2. Application  
3. Public Notice 
4. Public Comment 
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RESOLUTION NO, 2017- 30

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALM
DESERT APPROVING HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATION FOR
SANDPIPER CONDOMINIUMS CIRCLES 5 THROUGH 10 LOCATED
ON EL PASEO, AS A LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT. cAsE NO. CRPC 16- 01

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2017, the Cultural Resource Preservation Committee
conducted a public hearing to consider initiation of Historic District Designation for
Sandpiper Condominiums Circles 5 though 10 located on El Paseo, Assessor' s

parcel No' s. 640- 220- 035, 640- 220- 036, 640- 220- 037, 640- 220- 038, 640- 220- 039, 
640- 220- 040, 640-220-041, 640- 220- 042, 640-220-043, 640-220-044, 640-220- 

045, 640-220- 046, 640- 220- 047, 640- 220- 048, 640- 220- 049, 640-220- 050, 640- 

220-051, 640-220-053, 640-220-054, 640-220-055, 640- 220- 056, 640-220-057, 

640- 220- 058, 640-220-059, 640-220-060, 640-220-061, 640-220-062, 640- 220- 

063, 640- 220- 064, 640- 220- 065, 640- 220- 066, 640- 220- 067, 640- 220- 068, 640- 

220- 069, 640-220-001, 640- 220- 002, 640-220- 003, 640-220-004, 640-220-005, 

640- 220- 006, 640- 220- 007, 640-220-008, 640- 220- 009, 640-220-010, 640- 220- 

011, 640- 220- 012, 640- 220- 013, 640- 220- 014, 640- 220- 015, 640- 220- 016, 640- 

220- 017, 640-220-018, 640- 220- 019, 640- 220- 020, 640- 220- 021, 640-220-022, 

640-220-023, 640- 220- 024, 640-220-025, 640- 220- 026, 640- 220-027, 640- 220- 

028, 640-220-029, 640-220-030, 640-220- 031, 640-220-032, 640-220-033, 640- 

220-034, 640- 200- 018, 640- 200- 019, 640-200-020, 640-200-021, 640-200-022, 

640-200-023, 640-200-024, 640- 200- 025, 640- 200- 026, 640- 200- 027, 640-200- 

028, 640-200- 029, 640- 200- 030, 640- 200- 031, 640-200-032, 640-200-033, 640- 

200-034, 640- 210- 019, 640-210-020, 640-210- 021, 640-210-022, 640- 210- 023, 

640-210-024, 640- 210- 025, 640-210-026, 640-210-027, 640-210-028, 640-210- 

029, 640-210- 030, 640-210-031, 640- 210- 032, 640- 210- 033, 640-210- 034, 640- 

210- 035. as a historic district pursuant to Section 29. 50 of the Palm Desert
Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, the Cultural Resources Preservation Committee has considered all of the
evidence submitted into the administrative record which includes, but not limited to: 

1. Agenda reports were prepared by the Department of Building and Safety. 
2. Staff presentation at a workshop held on November 29, 2016 before the Cultural

Resources Preservation Committee. 
3. Staff presentation at a meeting and subsequent public hearing held on January 31, 

2017 before the Cultural Resources Preservation Committee. 
4. The City of Palm Desert, Cultural Resources Ordinance No. 1168, and all other

applicable regulations and codes. 

5. Public comments, both written and oral, received and/ or submitted at or prior to the
meeting, supporting and/or opposing the applicant's request. 

6. Testimony and/ or comments from the applicant and its representatives submitted to
the City in both written and oral form at or prior to the meeting. 

7. All related documents received and/ or submitted at or prior to the meeting. 

WHEREAS, based on the forgoing evidence, the Cultural Resources Preservation
Committee finds that: 

1. A request for Historic District Designation for the Sandpiper Condominiums Circles
5 through 10 located on El Paseo was made on October 12, 2016, to designate
the Sandpiper Condominiums Circles 5 through 10 as an historic district. 
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2017- 30

2. Notice of the January 31, 2017, Cultural Resources Preservation Committee

meeting was posted in the Desert Sun and at City Hall. 
3. Notice of the January 31, 2017, Cultural Resources Preservation Committee was

provided to the affected property owner as shown on the latest Riverside County
assessment role. Owner was notified by telephone and by first class mail. 

4. Notice of the Cultural Resources Preservation Committee meeting included the
notice requirements set forth in California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

WHEREAS, based on the Cultural Resources Ordinance 1168, the Cultural Resources

Preservation Committee concludes the following: 

1. Palm Deserts' character and history are reflected in its cultural, historical, and
architectural heritage, and

2. Palm Deserts' historical foundations should be preserved as living parts of the
community life and development in order to foster an understanding of the City's
past so that future generations may have a genuine opportunity to appreciate, 
enjoy, and understand Palm Deserts' heritage, and

3. The Cultural Resources Preservation Committee has reviewed this site and

determined it to be historically significant and could contribute to the economic and
cultural revival of the City. 

WHEREAS, in view of all the evidence and based on the forgoing designation criterion, 
the Cultural Resources Preservation Committee concludes as follows: 

Sandpiper Condominiums Circles 5 throughl0, completed in 1961 through 1964 by the
Los Angeles- based architectural firm of Palmer & Krisel, exhibit numerous stylistic

markers that place them directly in the historic context of Palm Desert' s Modern Period. 
Further, Circles 5 through 10 are an excellent example of multi -family residential
development in Palm Desert in the mid- 1960s. The 96 units and 48 buildings that

comprise Circles 5 through 10 reflect a coherent vision of modernist architecture rarely
found anywhere else in the United States. The siting of the buildings in Circles 5
through 10, and the landscape architecture further reinforce a coherent modernist

architectural vision that successfully created a leisure lifestyle of " carefree desert

living." 

The site planning at Sandpiper is a pin- wheel configuration around a central hub ( in
this case the pool) and its greenbelt concept draws from 19th century British planner
Ebenezer Howard' s Garden City. Howard' s concept envisioned a world where the

best of city and rural life is combined to create a utopian environment. He espoused

the need for green belts, in an effort to reduce congestion and to create a healthy
environment in which to live. 

Palmer & Krisel expands Howard' s tenet by creating an environment free from cars, a
popular symbol of urban distress. Their site planning re-examines not only urban but
suburban living. Palmer & Krisel deftly sited all vehicular roads and carports on the
perimeter of each circle. Their buildings tum their " fronts" away from the street. The
front porch" no longer faces the street but is moved to look onto the green belt. In this, 
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Page 3 of 3

the pool becomes the " new streetscape": the new social gathering place for the
complex. 

Palm Desert, along with neighboring Palm Springs and Rancho Mirage, are together
internationally - known as a center of important midcentury architecture. The buildings
and site that constitute Sandpiper Condominium Circles 5 through 10 represent an

excellent intact example of American Modernist architecture. This midcentury

architecture may therefore be viewed as an important component of the historic trend
that has come to define the Coachella Valley and one that exemplifies a particular
period of the nation, state, or local history. 

The Sandpiper Condominiums Circles 5 through 10 located on El Paseo, meets the

following designation criterion as contained in the City' s Cultural Resources Ordinance, 
and is hereby worthy of preservation and designation as a Local Historic District. 

A. Exemplifies or reflects special elements of cultural, social, economic, 

political, aesthetic, engineering, architectural, or natural history; 
E. Reflects distinctive examples of community planning or significant

development patterns, including those associated with different eras of
settlement and growth, agriculture, or transportation. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALM

DESERT DOES HEREBY DESIGNATE SANDPIPER CONDOMINIUMS CIRCLES 5

THROUGH 10, LOCATED ON EL PASEO AND WILLOW, AS A LOCAL HISTORIC

DISTRICT

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Palm Desert, 
California at its regular meeting held this 23rd day of March , 2017, by the following vote, 
to wit: 

AYES: JONATHAN, KELLY NESTANDE, WEBER, and HARNIK

NOES: NONE

ABSENT: NONE

ABSTAIN: NONE

ATTEST: 

gt.„ A
0 RACI1ELLE D. KLASSEN, CI CLERK CLERK

CITY OF PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA

Page 3 of 3
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Bobby Keatinge

From: John Friesen <john.h.friesen@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2026 3:29 PM
To: Bobby Keatinge
Cc: Christopher Zarco; Niko Romaidis
Subject: Re: COA - Paint: Sandpiper Circles 5-10 - 3-2-2026

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.

 

Hi Bobby, 
 
Thank you for the clarification. 
 
With regards to the COA in question please note: 
 
At this year's Sandpiper HOA Open Sessions for homeowners to hear from the Board and make 
comments there have been two notable and relevant comments pertaining to Krisel and color. 
 
1) January 9th, 2026 HOA Open Session: William Krisel Jr (son of the architect) attended in person (he 
has a Sandpiper home in our HOA).  He spoke in the Open regarding our exterior color and said: "the one 
color my father would not have approved of is the current color". 
 
2) March 14, 2026 HOA AGM meeting Open Session: Sharon Smith, Board Member, Circle 9 Rep, 
Architectural Committee Chair, shared how William Krisel (the architect) and his wife, years ago, had 
visited Sharon and her husband's Circle 9 home.  Sharon expressed that William Krisel indicated to her 
and her husband, that he had a preference for off-white, creamier and lighter exterior tones.  She further 
observed that the majority of his architecturally designed properties did and do currently reflect that fact, 
as they are typically shades of white and off-white providing further evidence of this. 
 
Thank you, 
 
John Friesen, Chair, Paint Committee, Director at Large, Sandpiper HOA 5-10 
360 393 5024 
 
 
 
On Thu, Mar 19, 2026 at 11:52 AM Bobby Keatinge <rkeatinge@palmdesert.gov> wrote: 

Hi John,  

  

For purposes of the online application, what you’ve entered is adequate. We will be sure to clarify the 
entire scope of the project site in the development of any project-related materials (staff report, 
decision letter, etc).  

15



1

Bobby Keatinge

From: John Friesen <john.h.friesen@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2026 10:45 AM
To: Bobby Keatinge
Cc: Christopher Zarco; Niko Romaidis
Subject: Re: COA - Paint: Sandpiper Circles 5-10 - 3-2-2026
Attachments: We sent you safe versions of your files; Paint Peeling Circle 5 #2.jpg; Sandpiper exterior 

old photo.jpeg; Sandpiper add'l old photo.jpeg; Info sent to HOA.docx

Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.

 

Hi Bobby, 
 
RE: COA Application:  CRPC-26-0003 
 
Is there a way to add this (below/att'd) to a COA application in progress? 
 
Since the original submission, I have additional supporting documentation for the referenced COA 
Application.  
 
Please see below and attached. 
 
Note: I do not wish to cause any delay to application processing 
 
Please let me know of any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
John Friesen, Chair, Paint Committee, Director at Large, Sandpiper HOA 5-10 
360 393 5024 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION FOR COA FOR SANDPIPER HOA 
 
RE: COA Application:  CRPC-26-0003 
 
Photos: 
#1) another location, additional to the one currently in the COA application, where peeling paint reveals a 
lighter color beneath the current color that is in keeping with our selected color option 
 
#2) old photo that shows exterior Sandpiper color in keeping with our selected color option  
 
#3) another old photo that shows exterior Sandpiper color in keeping with our selected color option 
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4) info recently sent to all HOA Sandpiper 5-10 Homeowners (WORD doc attached)  
 
 
INFORMATION RECENTLY SENT TO ALL SANDPIPER HOA 5-10 HOMEOWNERS (also attached below) 
 
Sandpiper Color Choice: FAQ’s 
 
Thank you all for your efforts to submit and approve the exterior paint “Special Assessment.”    As a Board, we strongly 
believe it will beautify, protect and greatly enhance the enjoyment of our historic property. 
 
 
Why the Board Chose a Lighter Color Option: the Rationale 
  
While the currently existing darker beige may have felt like the right choice in the past for our HOA, we the Board feel that 
it is not original to the property or to mid-century modern style in general. 
 
Additionally, we believe that moving to a lighter color tone, like the selected color tone, provides numerous critical 
benefits: 
 
1)Architectural Clarity: William Krisel’s architecture is defined by the play of light and shadow. A lighter exterior allows 
the dramatic rooflines and "shadow block" textures to pop, whereas the current dark beige tends to "muddy" these iconic 
details into the landscape. 
2)Longevity: The intense Coachella Valley UV radiation causes dark pigments to fade and chalk quickly. Lighter colors 
age more gracefully, ensuring our community looks pristine for longer. 
3)Consistency across Sandpiper Circles: Virtually every other Circle/HOA considering repainting is already lighter in 
color or planning to move to a lighter shade in the next paint cycle, so our Sandpiper HOA overall will be more consistent. 
4)Thermal Performance & Energy Savings: In Palm Desert, dark colors act as heat sinks. Lighter colors have a higher 
Solar Reflectance Index (SRI), which reflects heat rather than absorbing it. This keeps our interiors cooler and helps 
combat rising AC costs during the summer months. 
5)Lower maintenance cost. Lighter colored paint is easier to touch up.  It both holds up and looks better longer.  This 
reduces the frequency of costly repaints. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’S) 
 
Q: Will the lighter paint show more dirt or "desert dust"? 
A: Surprisingly, no. In Palm Desert, our primary "dirt" is light-colored sand and mineral dust. This actually blends in better 
with cream and off-white tones than it does with dark beige or tan, which tends to show salt-tracking and water spots more 
prominently. Furthermore, lighter pigments do not "chalk" (the white powdery residue) as quickly as dark pigments do 
under intense UV exposure. 
Q: What about other William Krisel properties, historic or otherwise, in the Coachella Valley, did you research those and 
what exterior colors do they tend to be currently and/or once restored?   
A: The vast majority of William Krisel’s Coachella Valley properties, approximately 80% by our estimation, are primarily a 
creamy white or off-white in their exterior color.  These include those with “Historic” designations and also “Class 1 
Historic sites.” 
Q: Can a lighter color potentially lower my electric bill? 
A: Yes. This is due to the Solar Reflectance Index (SRI). Darker colors can absorb more of the sun's energy, transferring 
that heat directly through the walls into your home. Lighter colors reflect that energy away. By transitioning to a creamy, 
off-white, we reduce the "Heat Island" effect within our circles, and your AC can work less to maintain a cool temperature. 
Q: Why change the color now? If it isn’t broken, why fix it? 
A: While the current paint may not be failing physically, it is "failing" architecturally and economically. As mid-century 
modern architecture gains global appreciation, maintaining the historical accuracy of our William Krisel homes directly 
impacts our property values. Additionally, as summer temperatures rise, the potential energy-efficiency benefits of lighter 
colors have become apparent to many homeowners. 
Q: Is the selected color “too bright”? Will it be blinding in the desert sun? 
A: No. Unlike a "stark white" which can cause glare, the selected color is a sophisticated, warm, creamy tone with subtle 
undertones, specifically selected to harmonize with the desert floor while providing enough contrast to highlight the 
architectural "shadow blocks." It is a matte finish designed to absorb glare while reflecting heat. 
Q: Will this change affect our HOA dues? 
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A: This transition is being planned as part of our regular painting maintenance cycle. By choosing a color that resists UV 
fading and chalking, we actually extend the life of the paint job, which may save the HOA (and homeowners) money on 
more frequent repainting cycles in the future. 
Q. what work will be done? 
A:  it is a full painting of the property including removal of unnecessary nails from the walls and performing of necessary 
underlying repairs to wood and other materials.  Homeowners will be responsible for the interior of their private atriums 
and a group price (approximately $550 to be paid additionally) will be offered if they would like the contractor to paint their 
private interior atriums. 
Q: What is the timeline for the paint project once the contract is signed and the workers are ready to start?    
A: It will take approximately 5 months to paint all Circles with an estimated/aspirational start time of sometime in May or 
June 2026 if all approvals can be obtained in a timely fashion.  Note time to complete may vary depending on variables 
such as: 1) degree of repairs/wood replacement needed which will only be fully known after the power washing 2) the 
number of homeowners who opt to have the contractor paint their private interior courtyards (defined as those primarily 
not visible from outside the unit) 3) the number of homeowners who opt to have the contractor replace their private atrium 
door and door frame (paid separately by home owner based on negotiated group price) 
Q: Why in some older photos of Sandpiper does the exterior look darker in color or even have a greenish hue? 
A: Julius Schulman (a famous photographer featured in numerous books who took many photos of Sandpiper and Krisel 
properties) often used “Ektachrome” or similar color reversal films (transparencies/slides) in the 1950s and 60s.  The 
problem with Ektachrome film is that it contains color dyes that fade over time, and the magenta and cyan layers are often 
susceptible to fading and shifting. When the magenta and cyan dyes fade, the residual color can shift towards a 
pronounced yellow or yellow-green cast.    
Q: Did the committee consider a green color?  
A: Yes. One of the HOA homeowners proposed by email and at Sandpiper Open Sessions, a green color for the exterior 
repaint.  This homeowner found on the inside of their laundry room the color green and believes this color to be historic to 
the property.  However, with the discovery of the lighter tone in Circle 5 beneath the peeling paint, in addition to the many 
other reasons provided above, the Board made the determination not to pursue this color further. This green color was 
discussed within the Board but there was not support for this color amongst the current Board members.   
Q: Are Circles 4 and 3 designated by the City as “Historic” like our Circles 5-10? 
A: Yes, Circles 4 and 3 have “Historic” status.  Circle 4 is the latest to receive Historic status designation from the City of 
Palm Desert in 2025.  
 
 
A Recap: 

1. Substantial due diligence and research was undertaken in preparation for this project. 
2. During this time, peeling paint was discovered in our circles (see below/attached photo) which revealed a much 

lighter color beneath the current beige.   
3. This lighter color beneath was also found to be more consistent in tone with original photographs of Sandpiper 

from the 60’s by renowned photographer, Julius Schulman (see attached photo of Sandpiper Circle 5, #504) 
4. We understand numerous other Sandpiper circles planning repaints are planning to move to lighter tones in 

keeping with those we have selected. Two Sandpiper circles with “historic” designation (Circles 4 and 3) recently 
repainted their Circles and lightened their color tones. 

5. The lighter the color shade, the more buildings are kept cool which protects the block, wood, stucco and other 
materials.  Lighter exterior color shades cause less sun damage and keeps buildings cooler, reducing energy 
costs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Mon, Mar 2, 2026 at 3:54 PM Bobby Keatinge <rkeatinge@palmdesert.gov> wrote: 

Hi John,  

  

Yes, your application has been received. I will contact you once an update is available.  
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 C I T Y  O F  P A L M  D E S E R T  
 

73-510 FRED WARING DRIVE 

PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA 92260-2578 

TEL: 760-776-6483 

PLANNING@PALMDESERT.GOV 

 
 

CITY OF PALM DESERT 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
CASE NO. CRPC-26-0003 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD BEFORE THE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA, TO 
CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPIATENESS TO REPAINT 
BUILDING EXTERIORS WITHIN THE SANDPIPER CONDOMINIUMS CIRCLES 5 THROUGH 10 
HISTORIC DISTRICT  
 
The City of Palm Desert (City), in its capacity as the Lead Agency for this project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has determined that the proposed project is exempt 
from further environmental review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 pertaining to 
existing facilities such as the existing designated historic district, and there are no features that 
distinguish this project from others in the exempt class and therefore, there are no unusual 
circumstances.   
 
PROJECT LOCATION: A portion of the site located approximately south of El Paseo, west of 
Highway 74, north of Pitahaya Street, and east of Edgehill Drive. The site contains 102 parcels 
that will be listed in the staff report, once posted with the agenda. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Consideration to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness to repaint 
building exteriors within the Sandpiper Condominiums Circles 5-10 Historic District.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Historic Preservation Committee of the 
City of Palm Desert, California, will hold a Public Hearing at its meeting on April 22, 2026. The 
Historic Preservation Committee meeting begins at 9:00 a.m. in the Administrative Conference 
Room at 73510 Fred Waring Drive, Palm Desert, California. Pursuant to Senate Bill 707, this 
meeting may be conducted as a hybrid meeting allowing public access via teleconference or in 
person. Options for remote participation will be listed on the Posted Agenda for the meeting at 
https://www.palmdesert.gov/government/meetings. 
 
PUBLIC REVIEW: The plans and related documents are available for public review Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. by contacting the project planner, Bobby Keatinge. 
Please submit written comments to the Planning division. If any group challenges the action in 
court, issues raised may be limited to only those issues raised at the public hearing described in 
this notice or in written correspondence at or prior to the Historic Preservation Committee hearing. 
All comments and any questions should be directed to: 
 
Bobby Keatinge, Associate Planner 
City of Palm Desert  
73-510 Fred Waring Drive  
Palm Desert, CA 92260 
(760) 776-6479 
rkeatinge@palmdesert.gov 
 
PUBLISH: THE DESERT SUN    CARLOS FLORES, SECRETARY 

  APRIL 10, 2026        HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
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Bobby Keatinge

From: Gerry Smith <gerrysmith@shaw.ca>
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2026 12:50 PM
To: Bobby Keatinge
Cc: 'Carol Wachsmuth'; Janna Taninbaum; 'Bev Bayne Smith'; 'Pamela Harknett'
Subject: FW: Letter to the city

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.

 

Hello Robert:   CRPC-26-0003  
We have some issues with the ‘conclusions’ offered by the Board regarding the repainting project and 
colour selection as noted below.  There was no input from the respective owners on colour selection or 
options for the 6 circles in Sandpiper, we were not polled and feel the ‘white’ colour for Circle 4 is simple 
too light and blinding,  a more subtle colour seems to be more logical and several of the owners are 
supportive of a darker colour.   
 
Info found in the “Owner Advisory Opinion Poll:” A Recap: 

1. Substantial due diligence and research was undertaken in preparation for this project. 
A:  I stand to be corrected, but to my knowledge at no time did our circle rep (John) investigate 
or poll the other owners in Circle 6 as to colour preference or have a discussion with the owners 
or seek input.  Therefore, we would dispute the comment regarding due diligence and research.  
2. During this time, peeling paint was discovered in our circles (see below/attached photo) 

which revealed a much lighter color beneath the current beige.  
A:  Peeling paint revealed a much lighter colour – since the circles are in the range of +60 years 
old,  what colour was beneath the ‘lighter colour referenced?  Perhaps there was/is a darker 
colour beneath the lighter colour,  likely the units have been painted several times over the past 
60 years.  
3. This lighter color beneath was also found to be more consistent in tone with original 

photographs of Sandpiper from the 60’s by renowned photographer, Julius Schulman (see 
attached photo of Sandpiper Circle 5, #504) 

A:  That colour seems to be a definite ‘greenish’ colour 
4. We understand numerous other Sandpiper circles planning repaints are planning to move to 

lighter tones in keeping with those we have selected. Two Sandpiper circles with “historic” 
designation (Circles 4 and 3) recently repainted their Circles and lightened their color tones. 

A:  Disputing what ‘other circles’ moving to lighter tones,  Circle 2 has recently repainted, the 
colour being not dissimilar from the colours of our HOA and in the waning light 4:00 – 5:00, the 
colour in circle 2 has a ‘green’ hue;   Circle 1 recently repainted to a colour similar our HOA units; 
Circle 4 was repainted quite a few years ago and the white is glaring  -  define recent.  Circle 2 
and 1 are much more recent in their repainting.  
5. The lighter the color shade, the more buildings are kept cool which protects the block, wood, 

stucco and other materials. Lighter exterior color shades cause less sun damage and keep 
buildings cooler, reducing energy costs. 

A:  Agreed, there may be some advantages in painting a ‘lighter’ shade compared to our current 
colour, but according to Google AI  “Earth-toned light neutrals (like sand, beige, or taupe) are 
better at hiding the unavoidable desert dust and grime than stark white or very dark”  Therefore 
the sand/beige or taupe colours which would be similar to our current colours would also be 
attractive.  The ‘white colour or creamish colour of circles 4 & 3 respectively are not as good as 
the earth toned colours in hiding dust and grime. 

 
Howdy Neighbours 
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As you all know, I have been lobbying the past few months for a 3 color choice of paint for the 
homeowners to vote on. What was, what is, and what might be. The Board is only offering us 2.  
Now that the vote for the assessment has passed, Associa sent out information about the poll today, not 
a forum as we were told would happen.  
It is interesting to note in their presentation, they do not mention circle 1 recently repainted and chose 
our current color. Or, the fact that Circle 2, can be seen as being close to what we originally were. 
 
Personally, I think we have the opportunity to return to  what William Krisel had originally painted our 
units. True, it wasn’t in his usual white tones, but at that point his focus was blending into the landscape, 
not standing out. There are also a lot of homeowners who like what we currently have. We received our 
historical designation in 2017, painted our current color. That should be taken into account.  
 
Our circle rep  John Friesen, who is head of the Paint Committee has never seemed interested in 
considering either of those options. 
With a change of color, to a Historic property, the Board must get a Certificate of Approval from the city 
of Palm Desert to proceed. That process can take 3 months if the city approve it, longer if not. 
If we don’t change what we have, it is not required.  
 
My point is, the Board has avoided giving us the homeowners, whom they represent, the opportunity to 
give input and express our opinion.  
They have set March 11 as the date to submit your choice of the 2 colors they offer. That is before the 
AGM March 14 where we might have had the opportunity to have input and discuss the issue. We are 
paying for this to happen, why don’t we get to have all opinions heard by everyone interested in this? 
 
I have posted my thoughts on the Town Square Forum and would ask you to read it, comment if you like, 
and by all means if you want to be heard, send your thoughts to John Friesen and our president Steve 
Shaw as soon as possible. Their emails are on the Newsletter sent out by Associa last Friday. 
 
 
Carol Wachsmuth 
609 
 
 
Regards,            
Gerry Smith 
Tel. 250 361-7068 
 

36



1

Bobby Keatinge

From: Jamin Knight <jknight1171@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2026 10:37 AM
To: Bobby Keatinge
Subject: Sandpiper paint color

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.

 

Dear Robert, 
 
My name is Jamin Knight, and I am a homeowner at 602 Sandpiper St. 
 
I am writing to express my concern regarding the paint color approval process for the Sandpiper 
complex. Although the HOA Board previously assured homeowners that we would have the opportunity 
to vote on color changes prior to seeking city approval, this vote did not occur. It appears the community 
was not given the intended input on this decision. 
 
Could you please notify me of the date and time of the city meeting where the Sandpiper color choices 
will be assessed? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jamin Knight 
602 Sandpiper St 
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Bobby Keatinge

From: Carol Wachsmuth <dagrammac@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2026 10:39 AM
To: Bobby Keatinge
Subject: Case# CRPC-26-0003
Attachments: IMG_0916.jpeg; IMG_0849.jpeg; IMG_0850.jpeg

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.

 

Good Morning Bobby, 
 
Janna Ritz has informed me that our Board Member John Friesen had submitted the paperwork for a COA 
regarding the repainting of units 5-10 at the Historically designated Sandpiper on February 26th of this 
year. 
As I have expressed to you already, I and many other homeowners feel strongly about the color issue, 
and the fact that we have not been able to participate in the decision.  
We held our AGM March 14, 2026 and once again, did not receive any information regarding the 
submission already being sent to your department.  
I find that deceitful and frustrating. 
I have attached a photograph of a board I prepared for that AGM, and spoke to the attending 
homeowners about this issue. 
As well, there is a photo of the historic Krisel color and a paint stick from 2003 as evidence of it being 
used here.  
I am returning to Canada at the end of next week, and will most likely have to attend the hearing by zoom. 
I am asking if you would like to have the sample board to use at the hearing when it takes place? 
I can drop it off at your office at your convenience. 
 
Thank you 
Carol Wachsmuth 
609 Sandpiper 
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Bobby Keatinge

From: Annette Piguillem <apiguillem@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 5:39 PM
To: Bobby Keatinge
Subject: Sandpiper Certificate of Appropriateness for case #CRPC-26-0003

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.

 

Dear Mr. Keatinge, 
 
I am writing to you as a homeowner in Sandpiper regarding the Certificate of Appropriateness for case 
#CRPC-26-0003. 
 
I am requesting that you place this request on hold or deny it until the results of the homeowner paint 
survey have been shared with the community and a consensus on paint color has been reached. Many 
homeowners prefer either the existing color or the original color selected by Krisel, rather than a color 
chosen by a single individual. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Annette Piguillem 
607 Sandpiper 
Palm Desert, CA 92260 
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Bobby Keatinge

From: Sian Winship <sianwinship@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 3, 2026 11:27 AM
To: Bobby Keatinge
Subject: Inappropriate Alterations to Sandpiper, City of Palm Desert Landmark
Attachments: We sent you safe versions of your files; Winship CV 12.8.25.docx

Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.

 

Dear Mr. Keatinge, 

As a preservation professional, President of the Society of Architectural Historians, an adjunct 
professor in the Heritage Conservation Program at USC, and an owner of 1004 Sandpiper Street, I 
wish to express my dismay at the way the Sandpiper Circle 5-10 Homeowners Association (HOA) has 
conducted the alterations to landscaping and paint color selection for this designated historic 
resource. The recent landscaping of Circle 10 failed to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness from 
the city, as required, and resulted in the alteration of key character defining features.  

The HOA is now on a similar path with the selection of paint colors for the exterior of the buildings in 
Circles 5-10. 

In both cases, no architectural historian or preservation architect was consulted. With regard to 
painting, there has been no professional paint striation test conducted. The lack of such a responsible 
and scientific approach has resulted in aesthetic choices by one or a few homeowners, rather than an 
objective and well-researched plan as required by the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
rehabilitation. Ideally, the paint color choice should be guided by a striation test. Looking at “peeling 
paint” is not an approach based in science nor good preservation practice. 

With regard to landscaping, no architectural historian or preservation landscape architect was 
consulted. The designer, Paul Ortega, is a water conservation expert, not a preservation professional. 
The landscape design for Sandpiper is an essential component of the design and a character defining 
feature, as outlined in the landmark application. Moreover, architect William Krisel received an 
award specifically for landscape design for the project. 

Per the City Code: “Removal or alteration of landscape features, such as walkways, planter walls, 
fountains, and in certain circumstances mature foliage, that contribute to the historic character of the 
property, but are not designated or listed as a contributing feature to a historic district.”(Section 
29.60.010.D.6) This applies as well to exterior paint colors (Section 29.60.010.D.10). 
  
This blatant disregard for city policies and procedures should not be tolerated or rewarded. The 
HOA’s failure to apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness for these two projects suggests a pattern of 
reckless behavior. The HOA needs to be held accountable as a steward for the City’s historic 
resources now and in the future. The current plan is to convert the landscaping of historically-
designated Circles 5-9 to an Ortega design, and it is important that that there be no further damage to 
Krisel’s landscape design. 

I urge you not to look the other way on work already completed or tacitly endorse replication in other 
circles that will further damage the integrity of Sandpiper as a historic resource.  
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Thank you for your consideration, 

Sian Winship 
Preservation Consultant (CV attached) 
Owner, 1004 Sandpiper 
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john c. berley 
  architecture   design                                                                                                                   jcberley@gmail.com                         (310) 587-1577 

April 6, 2026 
 
Bobby Keatinge, Associate Planner II 
City of Palm Desert Planning Department 
rkeatinge@palmdesert.gov 
 
Attention:  City of Palm Desert Historic Preservation Committee 
 
 
Dear Mr. Keatinge, 

 

I am the owner of 1004 Sandpiper Street, located within Historic District #4 (Sandpiper Circles 5-12) 
designated by the City of Palm Desert in 2017.   
 
The HOA responsible for maintenance and repair of Circles 5-10 has submitted a Certificate of 
Appropriateness application to change the paint color of all buildings in the Historic District.  The HOA claims 
the color submitted for approval is the original color, but it’s not clear how they can make that claim.  There 
was no effort to consult with a preservation expert or to consult with the City about the color change.  It 
appears the color was determined solely by the HOA’s preference or taste.  
 
I am a former 14-year Santa Monica Landmarks Commissioner and 25 year design professional.  My  historic 
restoration/rehabilitation projects in Southern California include the Sunnylands Estate/Sunnylands Center 
& Gardens in Rancho Mirage, Grand Central Air Terminal in Glendale, the Caltech Athenaeum in Pasadena, 
and the Annenberg Beach House in Santa Monica.  Every project involving a historic resource requires the 
application of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.  This is true in Santa Monica, Rancho Mirage and I am 
confident the same is true in Palm Desert.   
 
An important reason for my choosing to live at Sandpiper is that it is a Palm Desert historic landmark.  I 
thought I could rely on all proposed major changes being properly managed.  I’m sorry to say with the paint 
color change proposed for Sandpiper, this is proving to not be the case. 
 
For this reason, I ask that you recommend the City Historic Preservation Committee deny the Certificate of 
Appropriateness paint color change application for Sandpiper Circles 5-10 and recommend the applicant 
hire a preservation paint specialist to conduct a paint striation study for Circles 5 through 10.  The HOA can 
then submit an application that demonstrates best preservation practices and correctly reflects Palmer & 
Krisel’s original color intent for Sandpiper.  
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
John C. Berley 
1004 Sandpiper 
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Bobby Keatinge

From: Peter Moruzzi <petermoruzzi@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2026 4:24 PM
To: Bobby Keatinge
Subject: Sandpiper Landscaping Alteration Concerns

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.

 

Dear Mr. Keatinge, 

My name is Peter Moruzzi and I’m the founding president of the Palm Springs Modern Committee (PS ModCom) that, 
since 1999, has been a strong advocate for the preservation of our Valley’s historic modern architectural heritage.  I’m 
also a member of Palm Springs’ Historic Site Preservation Board.  By profession, I’m an architectural historian with over 
20 years of experience.   

As you know, master architect William Krisel not only designed Sandpiper’s architecturally important buildings but also the 
extensive landscaping plan implemented at the time of construction. In fact, Krisel received an award specifically for 
landscape design for the project.  Amazingly, much of that original landscaping design still existed when the property was 
designated by the City of Palm Desert as a historic landmark.  Given that history, I am extremely dismayed by the recent 
removal of Krisel’s original landscaping design at Sandpiper Circle 10.   

It seems that the local Homeowners Association (HOA) failed to obtain a required Certificate of Appropriateness from the 
city for their plans with the result that key character defining features were altered without official review.  It now appears 
that the HOA is in the process of selecting paint colors for the exterior of the buildings in Circles 5-10 without consulting 
an architectural historian or preservation architect in determining appropriate original colors for the buildings.  Worse yet, it 
seems that landscaping plans similar to what occurred at Circle 10 are contemplated for Circles 5-9.   

I feel quite strongly that the HOA’s actions not only should be condemned by the city but that the HOA must be required to 
restore the altered landscaping to as close to Krisel’s original design as possible and also be required to retain qualified 
professionals to determine the original colors of the buildings and use these colors for future painting projects.  Further, 
the city should reject the issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness for any proposed landscaping alterations that are 
inconsistent with Krisel’s original design. 

I urge you not to look the other way on work already completed or endorse similar landscaping plans in other Circles that 
will further damage the integrity of Sandpiper as a historic resource.  

Respectfully, 

Peter Moruzzi 
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Bobby Keatinge

From: Sherry Gottlieb <sherrygottlieb0@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2026 11:10 AM
To: Bobby Keatinge
Subject: Sandpiper Historic paint selection

 
Dear Sir,  
 
AŌer review of renderings of the current paint color on our units, and a historic color used by William Krisel on our HOA 
from 1960’s I want to voice my support to choosing the Historic color.   
 
Sandpiper is a very important piece of history for Palm Desert and to preserve this in ALL areas is what all agreed to with 
the historic designaƟon. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to be in touch should you have any quesƟons, 
 
Thank you for your allowing my voice to heard. 
 
 
Sincerely  
Sherry GoƩlieb  
610 Sandpiper Street 
Palm Desert, CA   92260 
  
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

47



1

Bobby Keatinge

From: Janna Taninbaum <lovedog3865@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 21, 2025 8:56 AM
To: Bobby Keatinge
Subject: Historic Sandpiper Paint/Landscape

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.

 

Hello Mr. Keatinge, 

I hope this message finds you well, enjoying the warmth of the season and 
preparing for the holidays. 

I wanted to provide you with an update following our HOA’s regularly scheduled 
meeting this past Tuesday evening, and to ask for any guidance you may be able 
to offer. 

During the meeting, there was discussion regarding a proposed change to the 
exterior paint color. I raised the issue of the historical Certificate of 
Appropriateness, but there was some evasion around that topic. When I asked 
what the formal reasoning for the change would be, the response centered on the 
idea that other mid-century historic compounds have higher ratings and popularity 
when painted lighter colors, and they like it. 

William Krisel’s son, who is a resident here, spoke in favor of a lighter color, 
stating that it would fall within his father’s palette. However, there is no evidence 
that such a color was historically used within our particular circles, nor any 
documentation supporting its presence here. 

At its core, the situation presents three possible paths: 

1. Maintain the status quo, based on the conditions at the time of historical 
designation. 

2. Pursue full restoration, returning every element—architecture, 
landscaping, and color—to its original state. 
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3. Adopt a lighter or white color, either to match other HOA circles or 
simply because it is preferred aesthetically today. 

Many of us do not want the third option. Unfortunately, a large portion of residents 
do not attend meetings, often out of a fear of “making waves.” I try to remind them 
that they own this place and that, as stewards of a historic compound, we have a 
responsibility to protect it. 

That stewardship is not symbolic. In exchange for maintaining the integrity of the 
buildings and grounds, we receive a tax credit from the City, which helps keep our 
monthly dues lower than they otherwise would be. The guidelines in place exist for 
a reason: to protect the property from shifting tastes, short-term trends, and self-
serving decisions, and to preserve pride of ownership and long-term value. 

We have now established that the gardens do not have a Certificate of 
Appropriateness, nor have any plans been submitted. Given that, it is reasonable 
to question whether the same is true regarding the paint. Separately, it has come 
to our attention that significant changes are being planned within the pool areas, 
including altered bed shapes and a move toward desert scape landscaping with no 
annuals. I have requested that plans be displayed for residents, but have received 
no response. 

My question to you is this: what steps might I, along with like-minded 
residents, spearhead to ensure these changes do not proceed without 
proper review, documentation, a clear plan, and a vote? While we have been 
offered a vote on the paint color, no actual color has been identified. It may be the 
same as Circle 3 or 4, but no one seems to know what that color is, nor whether 
those circles ever applied to the City for approval. One resident even mentioned 
he did not believe City approval was required at all. 

I worry that this reflects a broader issue in town—how easily historic protections 
can be bypassed when their purpose is not fully understood or communicated. 

I strongly believe residents would benefit from hearing directly about what your 
department does and why these guidelines matter. An in-person presentation or 
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discussion could go a long way, and I would gladly host such a gathering if that 
were of interest. 

In the meantime, I wanted to keep you informed and to ask whether you have any 
advice or resources that might help us navigate this situation responsibly. From 
one lover of architecture to another, your insight would be deeply appreciated. 

Warm regards, 
Janna Ritz 

Happy Holidays 
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I am a seven-year resident within the historically designated community of Sandpiper. This 
property represents a “first of its kind” lifestyle development in the region, designed by William 
Krisel, who uniquely shaped both the architecture and landscape as a unified vision.

Sandpiper is not simply a residential community—it is part of a broader cultural movement that 
helped define the Southern California lifestyle. Like much of mid-century modern design, its 
philosophy is rooted in principles influenced by Walter Gropius and the Bauhaus, where restraint, 
continuity, and harmony with the environment were essential. The design language is intentional 
and enduring; it is not meant to shift with changing personal tastes.

As Sandpiper approaches the renewal of its first 10-year historic designation agreement, it is 
important that we recommit to our role as stewards. That responsibility requires adherence not 
only to guidelines, but to process.

To date, there has been no consistent use of Certificates of Appropriateness (COA) across the 
HOA circles, including significant landscape changes. In Circle 10, substantial alterations were 
made without prior approval, followed by an application after the fact. This reverses the purpose 
of the process.

The inner circles are especially significant. They represent the original interpretation of shared 
outdoor living—central to Sandpiper’s identity and to mid-century Southern California pool 
culture. Historically, these spaces incorporated lawn and seasonal plantings as part of a balanced 
composition. The recent removal of established plant material and replacement with designs that 
diverge from that intent raises concern, particularly if this is to serve as a model for future work.

At the same time, Sandpiper HOA 5–10 has been studying a paint color change for over two 
years. The current direction appears to be based largely on preference rather than demonstrated 
need. However, the existing color palette was in place at the time of historic designation. Any 
proposed change should clearly answer three questions:

• What is historically accurate?
• What currently exists?
• Why is a change necessary?

Without that framework, the request becomes subjective rather than preservation-based.

Krisel’s work consistently emphasized the relationship between built form and the surrounding 
landscape—the blending of structure, tone, and environment. Evidence of original finishes found 
on-site suggests a range of muted, earth-based tones that supported this continuity. A 
significantly lighter palette risks disrupting that relationship, visually separating the architecture 
from its natural desert backdrop.

There are also practical considerations. Concerns have been raised about the implications of 
surface preparation for repainting, including whether sanding could introduce environmental or 
health risks. This further underscores the importance of evaluating whether a full color change is 
warranted at all.
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It is also important to recognize that Sandpiper was intentionally designed with variation 
between its HOA circles. Uniformity across all sections was never the goal; cohesion was 
achieved through shared principles, not identical outcomes.

Historic designation exists to protect against gradual erosion through individual preference. 
Small changes, made incrementally, can ultimately result in the loss of defining character.

For that reason, I respectfully ask that any proposal for change—particularly one based primarily 
on taste—be carefully reconsidered. If adjustments are necessary, they should remain within the 
established tonal range and original design intent.

If we would not alter defining architectural elements—such as transom windows—to suit 
changing preferences, we should apply that same discipline to color, landscape, and overall 
composition.

Our responsibility is not to reinterpret Sandpiper, but to preserve it.

We are not being asked to maintain Sandpiper—we are being asked to change it. And that 
requires a higher standard than preference.

Historic designation is not about what we like today; it is about what we are entrusted to protect 
over time.

Once we move away from that responsibility—even in small ways—we don’t just make a 
change, we begin to lose the very character that made this place worth preserving in the first 
place.

I ask that we choose stewardship over preference, and preservation over revision.
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City of Palm Desert Staff Report 

Meeting Date: April 22, 2026 

Prepared By: Bobby Keatinge, Associate Planner 

Department: Development Services 

Subject: CONSIDERATION OF A RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COUNCIL TO 
DESIGNATE 47550 SILVER SPUR TRAIL AS A LANDMARK (CRPC25-0003) 

Recommendation 

1. Make findings and recommend the City of Palm Desert City Council adopt a resolution 
to designate the property located at 47550 Silver Spur Trail (APN 630-250-046) as a 
landmark pursuant to Criteria A and C of Palm Desert Municipal Code (PDMC) Section 
29.40.010 (CRPC25-0003).   

2. Find the project exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant 
to Sections 15060(c)(2) and 15060(c)(3). 

Executive Summary 

The item before the Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) is a request to designate the 
single-family residence located at 47550 Silver Spur Trail as a local landmark pursuant to Palm 
Desert Municipal Code (PDMC) Chapter 29.40. The application was submitted by the property 
owner and includes supporting documentation demonstrating the property’s historical and 
architectural significance (Attachment 1). The HPC is considering this request to determine 
whether the property meets the City’s designation criteria and to make a recommendation to 
the City Council, which has final authority on landmark designations. 

Need for Action 

The applicant has requested designation of the property at 47550 Silver Spur Trail as a local 
landmark, initiating the formal review process under PDMC Chapter 29.40. Landmark 
designation requires evaluation by the Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) and a 
recommendation to the City Council. This item is therefore before the HPC to determine 
whether the property meets the applicable designation criteria and to advance a 
recommendation consistent with the Municipal Code. 

Background 

The subject property is a single-family residence constructed in 1956 and located within the 
Silver Spur Ranch neighborhood, one of Palm Desert’s early planned residential communities. 
Originally developed as a sales office and model home for the subdivision, the property played 
a role in the initial marketing and development of the neighborhood. 

In April 2025, the City accepted a Historic Context Statement and Citywide Historic Resources 
Survey, which provides a framework for evaluating potential historic resources. The subject 
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property was specifically identified in the reconnaissance-level survey appendices as 
potentially significant (Attachment 3).  

The current request was submitted by the property owner and includes a statement of 
significance, architectural description, and supporting documentation. Public notice for this 
hearing was provided in accordance with PDMC Section 29.40.060, and no public comments 
were received at the time of report preparation (Attachment 3). 

Analysis 

The issue before the HPC is whether the subject property meets any of the criteria for 
designation as a landmark pursuant to PDMC Section 29.40.010. Staff evaluated the 
property’s historical significance, architectural characteristics, and integrity based on the 
submitted materials and applicable criteria. 

The property retains a high level of integrity, including its original location, design, materials, 
workmanship, and association with its period of development. Renovations completed in 2022 
were undertaken in a manner that preserved the building’s character-defining features and 
overall architectural expression. 

Staff finds that the property meets Criterion A for its association with the development of Silver 
Spur Ranch, where it served as the first structure and functioned as a sales office and model 
home, contributing to the establishment and identity of the neighborhood. The property also 
meets Criterion C as an intact example of mid-century modern residential architecture adapted 
to the desert environment, incorporating design features such as low horizontal massing, 
passive shading, and integration with the surrounding landscape. 

Alternative actions considered include denial of the designation request; however, given the 
property’s demonstrated significance and integrity, staff finds that designation is appropriate 
and consistent with the City’s adopted Historic Context Statement and preservation policies. 

The HPC’s role is advisory. If the HPC recommends approval, the item will be forwarded to the 
City Council for final consideration and potential adoption of a resolution designating the 
property as a landmark. 

Environmental Review 

The proposed action is not subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Sections 15060(c)(2) and 15060(c)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, as the designation 
of a landmark does not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in 
the environment and is not considered a project as defined by CEQA. 

Legal Review 

This report has been reviewed by the City Attorney’s Office. 

Financial Impact 

The proposed action has no direct fiscal impact. Landmark designation does not require City 
expenditure; however, it may result in minor ongoing administrative costs associated with staff 
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review of future Certificates of Appropriateness and related preservation activities. These costs 
are typically absorbed within existing departmental operations. 

Attachments 

1. Application  
2. Public Notice  
3. Historic Context Statement and City-wide Resources Survey Document (Excerpt) 
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 C I T Y  O F  P A L M  D E S E R T  
 

73-510 FRED WARING DRIVE 

PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA 92260-2578 

TEL: 760-776-6483 

PLANNING@PALMDESERT.GOV 

 
 

CITY OF PALM DESERT 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
CASE NO. CRPC25-0003 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD BEFORE THE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA, TO 
CONSIDER A RECOMMENDATION TO THE PALM DESERT CITY COUNCIL FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF 47550 SILVER SPUR TRAIL AS A LANDMARK  
 
The City of Palm Desert (City), in its capacity as the Lead Agency for this project under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has determined that the proposed landmark 
designation is not subject to CEQA pursuant to Guidelines Section 15060(C)(2) and 15060(C)(3) 
as the project will not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the 
environment and is not a Project as defined by Section 15378.  
 
PROJECT LOCATION: 47550 Silver Spur Trail, Palm Desert, CA 92260 (APN 630-250-046)  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project is a request by the property owner to designate the 47550 
Silver Spur Trail as a local landmark. The Historic Preservation Committee will make a 
recommendation to the Palm Desert City Council.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Historic Preservation Committee of the 
City of Palm Desert, California, will hold a Public Hearing at its meeting on April 22, 2026. The 
Historic Preservation Committee meeting begins at 9:00 a.m. in the Administrative Conference 
Room at 73510 Fred Waring Drive, Palm Desert, California. Pursuant to Senate Bill 707, this 
meeting may be conducted as a hybrid meeting allowing public access via teleconference or in 
person. Options for remote participation will be listed on the Posted Agenda for the meeting at 
https://www.palmdesert.gov/government/meetings. 
 
PUBLIC REVIEW: The plans and related documents are available for public review Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. by contacting the project planner, Bobby Keatinge. 
Please submit written comments to the Planning division. If any group challenges the action in 
court, issues raised may be limited to only those issues raised at the public hearing described in 
this notice or in written correspondence at or prior to the Historic Preservation Committee hearing. 
All comments and any questions should be directed to: 
 
Bobby Keatinge, Associate Planner 
City of Palm Desert  
73-510 Fred Waring Drive  
Palm Desert, CA 92260 
(760) 776-6479 
rkeatinge@palmdesert.gov 
 
PUBLISH: THE DESERT SUN    CARLOS FLORES, SECRETARY 

  APRIL 10, 2026        HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
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